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DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES

Chapter 55 - Gear Restrictions

55.05 Use of purse, drag or stop seines in certain waters prohibited; regulation of fishing therein

A. In Kennebec River above a line drawn across said river from Fort Popham in the Town of
Phippsburg to a point opposite at the lower end of Long Island in the Town of Georgetown.

EB. Purse, drag or stop seines may be used, from May 15th to December 1st of each year in all bays,
inlets, rivers, and harbors east of the west shore of the Penobscot Bay and River, except in which
places where sections of this chapter are to the contrary, in which places purse seines, drag
seines and stop seines may be used from May 15th to November 15th of each year for the
purpose of catching herring.
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Basis Statement

This rule strikes the requirement to seek a permit authorized by the Commissioner of Marine
Resources to use purse seine gear targeting Atlantic menhaden in the Damariscotta and Saint
George Rivers. Due to vessel length restrictions on harvest operations for menhaden as described
in Chapter 41, there is no longer a concern regarding conflict between overlapping fisheries that
occur within these two rivers. Additionally, an updated menhaden permit under the commercial
pelagic and anadromous license fully defines the population of menhaden harvesters.

Based on the lack of comments received, the Department is not recommending any changes to
what was originally proposed.

Summary of Comments

Notice of this proposed rulemaking appeared on January 8, 2020 in the five major daily
newspapers as published by the Secretary of State. On January 8, 2020, the rule was posted on
the DMR website, and electronic messages were sent to individuals who subscribe to DMR
notices. No public hearings were scheduled. The comment period closed February 10, 2020.

Written Comments
Comment period closed February 10, 2020

DMR did not receive any written comments on the proposal.



